
SMALL SYSTEMS
COMPLIANCE 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

X X X X X

X X X

X X X X
X X

X

X X
X
XXX

X X X
X X

X X X

Recent Past
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Public Notification
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Stormwater II
Current
WATER
Radionuclides
Arsenic 2

Filter Backwash Recycling
Long-term 1 ESTWR
Dr Water Security and Safety
UCMR3

WASTEWATER
CSO Control Policy1

Potential Future Actions
WATER
Radon Rule
Groundwater Rule
CCLs 4

Long-term 2 ESWTR
Stage 2 DBR
Total Coliform Rule
WASTEWATER
Watershed Rule: TMDL
SSOs
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Pretreatment
Sewage Sludge
NPDES Streaml’ing III
Test Procedures
Guidelines and Policies
Operator Certification 4

Onsite Systems Manual
Onsit Guidlines
GASB 34
Submetering 
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1 Compliance deadlines depend on states; some LCRMR provisions required only as states adopt programs; 
CSO long-term control plans coordinated with NPDES cycle 

2 Extensions available for arsenic to 2009, 2011, 2013, and 2015
3 No compliance deadlines currently associated with this rule
4 Compliance required as state programs approved by EPA. As of 10/02, all states’ program were approved.

Definitions of Rule and Policy Stages

• Recent rule is a rule, statute, or policy recently promulgated, for which at least one major 
compliance deadline has already passed.

• Current rule is a rule, statute, or policy finalized with multiple deadlines that had not passed 
as of January 1, 2003.

• Future rules are proposed statutes, rules, guidelines, or policies that have not yet been finalized, 
but that will likely affect small communities when they are finalized.

Disclaimer

The table above provides a summary overview of anticipated federal regulatory actions affecting smaller communi-
ties. The table was developed using publicly available information from the Environmental Protection Agency as of
spring 2003.  It is intended as a general planning tool to help technical assistance providers and small community
personnel improve water and wastewater management at the community level.

Readers of this document should not attempt to use it as a definitive guide for directing community decision-making
on compliance related matters.  Rather, they should consult with their state regulatory authorities to determine the
requirements that are applicable to their particular communities.  States often have requirements that vary from the
federal rules and policies as overviewed here, and federal rules and policies can also change over time.

This material is copyrighted by the National Environmental Training Center for Small Communities (NETCSC) 
and may not be reproduced without written permission from NETCSC. If permission is granted, due credit must 
be given to NETCSC and the developers for any reproduced/edited materials.

Efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of these materials.  However, NETCSC, West Virginia University
(WVU), WVU Research Corporation, and the developers cannot accept liability for circumstances arising from the 
use or misuse of these materials. 

Copyright, NETCSC:  March 2004

* This project has been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under Assistance
Agreement T-98375501 with West Virginia University Research Corporation at West Virginia University.  The contents
of this document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the EPA, nor does the mention of trade names 
or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.

The Federal Government retains the unrestricted right (license) to use and reproduce this document, and to authorize 
others to do so, for Federal Government purposes. 


